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Celebrating  
Your 

Library 
Reimagined 

Building with LEGOs 
in the Think Tank

L to R: Nicole Decker-McHale, Linda Uhler, Howard Wheeler, Linda 
Kramer, Dan Moeder, Tom Krekel, Sandy Zahorchak at Ribbon Cutting

Continued next page

SANIBEL PUBLIC LIBRARY 
CELEBRATED THE SUCCESSFUL 
completion of the “reimagined” 
renovation project with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in March. At the 
ribbon-cutting, Tom Krekel, Board of 
Commissioners Vice President, traced 
the history of the facility, and said there 
have been no significant infrastructure 
improvements since the construction 
in 1992, so “it was about time” to update 

HVAC, fire suppression, electrical and data cable. “Since we were doing 
all that, we decided to do visual enhancements,” he said.  

Sanibel Public Library District Board Commissioner Melanie 
Congress talked about how the colors and textures are reflective of 
our island environment. Congress added, “I urge you to notice these 
things and as you take a closer look, try to envision the shoreline as 
it reaches the sands and shells. Take a seat and look out at the views 
from one of our new living rooms. Grab a book or device and hook 
up to the latest ultra-fast WiFi, or use one of the new Study Rooms. 
Enjoy your newly-reimagined Library.”

Dan Moeder, Treasurer of the District Board, said, “The good news 
is we had the reserves, the Foundation helped us, and so did you-with 
your donations, which was important. The project was $5.9 million, we 
are on budget.” Moeder said the Library must again build up reserves, 
“so we added a little bit to the millage rate, just to make sure the next 
generation of Commissioners in 15 or 20 years will have the money to 
do the next iteration. We hope you enjoy it, it’s been paid for.”

The Library’s new look has been receiving a lot of positive 
feedback. “People are astonished when they first see it,” says Wendy 
Lambrix, who works at the Library’s service desks, “They love the 
way it looks, and most don’t believe us when we say the building 
itself was not expanded.” The lower bookshelving not only provides 
a more open line of sight, it also makes more books easier to reach.

Library Tech Program: 
Virtual Reality 

Sanibel Public Library invites families to register 
children for the Summer Reading Program. This 
year’s theme is “Tails and Tales,” with a special focus 
on animals. All children, from babies-to-age 18, are 

invited to register for the summer reading program. Participants 
will receive a special gift (quantities are limited). The Summer 
Reading program runs until August 7.   

Programming is available online and Take and Make activities 
are available to pick up at the Library. Sanibel Public Library 
is offering “browse inside” or contactless curbside service for 
those families who want to borrow books for Summer Reading.

“Participation in summer reading provides a great way to 
prevent the notorious summer slide," said Youth Service 
Librarian Deanna Evans. “Summer slide refers to the loss of 
skills gained throughout the school year during summer break,” 
said Evans. Many parents and educators are reporting a bigger 
slide in academic skills due to missed classroom time during  
the pandemic.    

As in years past, kids will read to earn books for their home 
library and for patients at Golisano Children’s Hospital of 
Southwest Florida. The Sanibel Public Library Foundation 

matches each book “earned” with a book for patients at the 
Children’s Hospital. Since its inception in 2012, participants have 
helped to contribute nearly 12,000 books to the hospital. The 
Library’s Summer Reading Program is funded in part by a grant 
from the Sanibel Public Library Foundation’s Joan Hunt Cory 
Children’s Fund. The Children’s Fund was established in 2008 
to honor longtime library volunteer and supporter Joan Hunt 
Cory, who was also a 20-year Sanibel resident.  
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Continued on page 2

Sanibel Public Library Seeks Archive 
Material for Online Collection 

The Library is seeking stories, photos, or 
videos of people and places of Sanibel 
and Captiva for the archive. Sanibel 
Public Library’s digital archives are 
now online. With over two thousand 
items, this ever-growing collection is a 
peek into the past. To see the images, 
newspapers, and oral histories, go 
to the homepage at sanlib.org. Seed 
development for this ongoing project 
is supported in part by the Roni Jo 
Freer Fund of the Sanibel Public Library 
Foundation.

SUMMER FUN AT THE 
LIBRARY WITH TAILS & TALES

Summer Reader
Jude Cintron

Summer Reader
Lewis Sigfrids
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From Page 1
Instead of paper logs for tracking reading and activities, the 
Library offers Beanstack. Sign up from a smart phone or 
computer, or call the Library for help. Participants may pick up 
their registration gift and any books earned. Beanstack is a free, 
user-friendly app for PCs, Apple, and Android devices. Adult 
readers can also use Beanstack. Children’s Baby Bounce Time 
videos are aimed at parents with babies from newborn to two 
years of age, these videos are available at sanlib.org/children. It 
is a fun session to help to build motor and literacy skills through 
stories, song and movement. 

An online storytime with “Miss Deanna” is on the Library’s 
Children’s page, replaced each week by a new story read aloud.
The Library is hosting online programming from Page Turner 
Adventures, with weekday programming. The programming 
will include comedy story theater shows, crafts, recipes, 

author interviews, guest 
performers, contests, and 
games. Other services for 
younger patrons include 
Brainfuse HelpNow. 
In addition to summer 
camp, with live tutors in 
math, science, reading, 
social studies, Brainfuse 
offers PSAT/SAT, ACT, AP 
and state standardized 
test prep. The tutoring 
service for grades K-12 is 

available from 2 to 11 p.m. each 
day of the week, in English and 
Spanish.

Element MR Desktop Pro 
Computers were recently 
added to the Teen Area of the 
Library. The space includes 
webcams, comfortable 
headsets, and chairs that 
are perfect for gaming. The 
computers are set up with 
software that includes 3D 
modeling, music and audio production, video production, 
graphic design, game development, and coding, plus games like 
Minecraft. Sanibel Public Library cardholders can also login 
to Brainfuse for lessons, or borrow books that teach the design 
process. Remote learners can also borrow Mobile WiFi Hotspots 
with their Sanibel Public Library card. Hotspots allow users to 
connect enabled devices (laptops, tablets, smartphones, etc.) to 
the internet.

Summer Readers
Lena and Magnus Petersen

Campbell Schutte and 
Mae Robb

Sanibel Public Library installed an outdoor bench 
and planters in the plaza area in front of the 
building in honor of artist Ann Bischoff. The 
bench was donated by the Sanibel Captiva Art 

League and Ann Bischoff’s family, in her memory.

Ann Bischoff and her husband wintered on Sanibel Island 
since the 70s, and moved here permanently in 1990. She was 
active in the San-Cap Art League, serving as club President 
in 1994. For many years, Ann Bischoff and fellow artist Rita 
McLain organized and hung artworks for the San-Cap Art 
League exhibits at the Library. Ann passed away in 2018. Fellow 
artist Jane Hudson says, “Ann would be so pleased to see this 
memorial bench in her name, and she’d love the beautiful 
flowers as well.” Sanibel Public Library’s Murry Lewis 
coordinated choosing heat-tolerant flowers and installation of 
the bench.

Margaret Mohundro, Library Executive Director said the 
Library receives memorials quite often, usually coming in the 

form of a donation or books purchased in someone’s honor. 
“Outdoor seating is a wonderful gift in honor of Ann, who 
worked on so many art exhibits here at the Library. Patrons 
frequently sit outside the Library, either to read or access the 
WiFi,” said Mohundro. Most devices can connect to the SPL’s 
high-speed WiFi from the parkings areas, even while the 
facility is closed.

Bench Dedicated in Memory of Ann Bischoff

Summer Reader 
Emerson Stallings

Summer Reader
Jasper Ruiz

L-R: standing:   Jan Jaeger, Anita Force-Marshall, Wendy Lambrix  
L-R: seated:   Ozzy Flores, Jane Hudson, Murry Lewis

Have fun and 
learn with lessons, 
videos, games,  
and more! 

All you need 
is an internet 
connection, 
computer or 
mobile device, and 
your library card. 

Gifts “In Memory of...”
Gifts  
“In Honor of...”

March 2020 through May 2021, Sanibel Public Library Foundation

Linda Estep
From Diane Neitzel
Gale and Jim Lynch

Ginny Fleming
From Elizabeth Dickinson

Bessie the R.E.A.D. dog with 
Ginny Fleming and a young 
reader in 2014

Bessie
From Virginia Fleming &
Elizabeth Dickinson

Dee Serage Century
From from MaryAnn &

Don Moore

Jack Clarke
From Dolores Clarke
and Bob & Darlene Duvin

Helen Drawbaugh
From Lynne & Jerry Stern

Suzanne Dubuc
From John MacLennan

Bob Emmet
From Carol Allen
and Art & Mara Hertel
and Joan Gruver
and Marian Ring
and Wendy Lambrix 
and Cathy Cameron
and Jon Barbieri
and The Stasi Family
and Cassondra & 

Alexander Werner
and Kurt & Nilou Peters

Nancy Healy
From The Island Sun
and Robert & Sally Boulanger
and Donald & Marilynn Drever

Campbell Johnstone
From My & Tony St John

Jean J. Klein
From Mark & Margie Klein
and Shell Islands Garden Club

Dick Lewis
From My St. John

Rita McLain
From Tom & 

Margaret Mohundro
and Cathy Cameron
and Wendy Lambrix
and Verena Scheu

Ken Nirenberg
From Sanibel Public Library Staff
and Mr. & Mrs. Bozich
and Mrs. Becky B. Ott

Sheila Rodriguez
From Pedro A. Rodriguez

Bill Strong
From Daved & Paula Rubien

Charlie Trainor
From Susan Rosenberg &

Ken Gerson

Field Wasson
From Karl Wasson

Richard Welch
From Yolande Welch

Roddy West
From My & Tony St. John

Betty Zajicek
From Ralph & Billy Curtis
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Reading with Your Ears Missed Duane Shaffer’s 
2021 history programs?By Margaret Mohundro

While we have been 
staying at home and 
social distancing, 
and driving rather 

than flying, it’s been the perfect 
opportunity for many people to catch 
up on reading.  

Audiobooks are a great example of 
the Library’s mission to provide books 
to patrons in a variety of formats. 
Exercising, running errands, or taking 
a long road trip in your car? The 
very portable CDs or using your car’s 
Bluetooth to listen from your mobile 
device might be for you. Eyestrain 
or tired of holding a physical book? 
Audiobooks may provide a good 
alternative to print books.

Sanibel’s Library users check out a 
record number of audiobook CDs, and 
the collection is extensive, especially 
in the popular fiction area. Using 
eShelf services such as the Library’s 
OverDrive or hoopla collections opens 

your choices up even further. In the 
US, audiobook use has grown by 43% 
during the past five years, according 
to Forbes magazine. 

Audiobooks aren’t a new 
phenomenon. Ever since Thomas 
Edison invented the phonograph 
in 1877, and made it possible to 
replay recorded sound, spoken 
word recordings have been around. 
The first real audiobooks were meant 
to provide reading material for war 
veterans injured in World War I, 
and other visually impaired adults 
in the 1930s, taking advantage of 
close-grooved records, which made it 
possible to hold up to 20 minutes 
of speech. 

Part of the Strategic Plan set out 
by the Sanibel Public Library 
Commissioners is to provide books in 
a variety of formats and accessibility 
points. Whether you check out CD 
audiobooks or use the Library’s eShelf 
services to download or stream, you 
have a variety of titles from which to 

choose. The hoopla app is rolling out 
upgrades to the audiobook interface, 
including a simplified Car Mode, 
bookmarks, and different playback 
speeds.

Some of the best audiobooks to 
check out for your next road trip:

• The Dutch House by Ann Patchett 
(narrated by Tom Hanks)
• The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by 
Mark Twain (Hoopla)
• Educated by Tara Westover

I particularly enjoy nonfiction and 
biography audiobooks, and especially 
enjoy books read by the author. Some 
of my favorites are by Pat Conroy 
and Nora Ephron. Recently, Kitchen 
Confidential by Anthony Bourdain 
Becoming by Michelle Obama, Born a 
Crime by Trevor Noah, and Bossypants 
by Tina Fey have been enjoyable for 
reading with my ears. There is even 
an Audible Narrator Hall of Fame that 
includes Vikas Adam, Alan Cumming, 
George Guidall, and Davina Porter. 
Authors and performers such as 
Stephen Fry and Neil Gaiman, who 
are vocal advocates of audiobooks, 
have read aloud many of their own and 
other texts as audiobooks. 

Many current bestsellers are 
available as an audiobook – just ask 
the Library staff. So next time you 
find a good book, you might want to 
try reading it with your ears!

This season, Duane’s virtual presentations featured 
WWII 1943, Civil War – Battle of Gettysburg and 
Civil War – Battle of Fort Myers, Florida.

Dua ne Shaf e
r

Replays are available online at  
www.sanlib.org/history-programs/

Enjoy the  
ride with  

an audiobook!
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Sanibel Public Library staff is happy to provide “readers' 
advisory” to guide you to your next favorite read!  You 
can also try NoveList Plus — a book recommendation 
resource accessible anywhere to all Sanibel Public Library 
card holders. The database provides information on most 
book titles, including series info, reviews, and a basic 
description. Additionally, you can see read-alikes for titles, 
authors, and series. Its unique story elements like appeal, 
genre, and theme help you understand what features you 
love in books. NoveList Plus is directly connected to our 
library’s catalog.  To start, go to the “Books & Reading” 
section of the Resources Page at www.sanlib.org, to login 
to NoveList Plus.

If you need help using Library services please call the SPL, 
or email notices@sanlib.org schedule an appointment.

Discover Books 
with NoveList Plus

By Wendy Lambrix 

When you ask a librarian for help 
finding the next good book you want 
to read, it is called readers' advisory. 
We like to think that every book has 

a reader and every reader has a book. It is our job to 
connect the two, and that is what readers' advisory is 
all about. It’s like we are book matchmakers!

The Library posts current lists of New York Times 
bestsellers for fiction and nonfiction, to help guide 
patrons. Look for the bestseller lists in the New Books 
shelves, or ask staff for help.

What Should I Read Next?
By Beth Jarrell 

Next time you visit Sanibel Public Library, keep a 
lookout for the eye-catching displays in the fiction 
and nonfiction areas. Library displays are a key way 
that Librarians showcase different themes and just 

maybe help you find your next favorite author!

Libraries often design library displays in order to help patrons 
pick up a book they otherwise may not have. Several studies 
have shown displays can increase book circulation by more 
than 50%.  In the past, the Sanibel Public Library has created 
‘blind date with a book’ displays, where the cover of the book is 
hidden behind wrapping paper and the only hint you get as to 
what you might read is a few clues written on the front cover. 
For the adventurous among you who are stuck about what to 
pick next, check out a Library book display. 

Duane Shaffer and Wendy Lambrix with the “In Case You Missed It” fiction 
display. Lambrix recommends Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger and 
Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano. Shaffer recommends To Wake the Giant, A 
Novel of Pearl Harbor by Jeff Shaara.

Library staff frequently presents 
displays keeping with the 
themes of the year. You will of 
course find romance books for 
Valentine’s Day, camping and 
outdoors books for summer, 
and books written by Black 
authors for February’s Black 
History Month. In June, the 
Library curated a book display 
featuring LGBTQ+ characters 
and authors to celebrate  
Pride month. 

Displays can also help us 
showcase books you may have 
missed from the New shelf- 
such as the year-round “In Case 
You Missed It” display, which 
features recent books that are 
buzzing around the world. 

If you find yourself a little 
stuck on what to read next, 
try picking up a book from a 
display! You never know which 
book might connect with you  
for life.

Ian Wainwright recommends Brandi Carlile’s memoir, 
Broken Horses and Rice: A Savor the South Cookbook by 
Michael W. Twitty 

Beth Jarrell with the “June is 
Pride Month” book display

“Blind Date with A 
Book” teaser

Margie Klein with the New Biography book display. Klein 
recommends Ann McCutchan’s “The Life She Wished to Live: 
A Biography of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings.”

Need A 
Book Concierge?


