
Using the Hoopla App 
For Apple iOS, Android, Kindle Fire, 

Nook Color & HD, and Blackberry Devices 
Created for the Sanibel Public Library 



What is Hoopla? 

Hoopla is a free resource provided to Gloucester County Library System cardholders that al-

lows you to checkout and stream movies, music, comics, eAudiobooks, and eBooks free-of-

charge and with no waitlist! 

Each cardholder can checkout 8 items per month. Unused checkouts do not roll over to the 

next month. Each borrower is set back to 8 checkouts on the first of the month. 

Please Note: The images shown in this guide were taken on an iPad. There may be variances 

in how the app appears on different devices, however, everything will still function the same 

as described in this guide.  



Install the App 

Locate the App Store on your device to download the free Hoopla Digital App. The App 

Stores are the following for each device: 

Apple iOS: App Store 

Android: Google Play Store or Play Store 

Kindle: Amazon Appstore 

Nook: Nook Apps 

Windows Phone: Windows Phone Store 

In the search box in the app store, type in “Hoopla Digital,” accept the terms of use, and 

install it. 



Sign Up for a Hoopla Account 

To begin, you will need to login to Hoopla. You can do so by using an already existing 

Hoopla account or you can sign up for one by tapping on “Sign Up.” 



Choose Your Library 

 

When you sign up for an account, you will first need to Choose Your Library. Begin

typing “Sanibel Public Library” into the search box.

See no search box? You can always scroll down the alphabetical list until you find

“Sanibel Public Library District.”  



Fill in Your Account Details 

To finalize setting up your account, you will need to finish filling in the details of your ac-

count. You will choose and email and password to login with. Remember to choose an 

email and password you will remember! You will also need your library card number to fin-

ish signing up.  



Getting Started with Hoopla 

Welcome to Hoopla! Now you can begin browsing, checking out, and streaming books, 

music, movies, and more! This is what the homepage looks like as well as your main 

menu. Clicking the “list menu” button (three horizontal lines) will open and close your 

list menu.  

From the list menu, you can get back to Hoopla’s homepage, check your account and 

see titles you have checked out, and get additional help.  

Opens and closes list 

menu 

 



Searching for Items 

Searching for items is easy in Hoopla. Tap on the magnifying glass to begin a search. You 

can type in the title, author, subject, or keyword for what you are looking for to view 

available items.  

You can also simply browse by scrolling down the page and viewing items by category, 

such as audiobooks, movies, etc. There is a “browse all” option next to each category 

that you can tap on.  



Viewing Your Search Results 

When you make a general search, your results will be displayed similar to this. Tap on 

“Filter” to see items in a specific format. You can also tap “back” to go back to the last 

page you viewed.  



Checking Items Out 

Tap on the cover of any item to be taken to its information page. Here you can read a sum-

mary of the item and even see similar titles by viewing that option towards the bottom of 

the page. Tap on the blue “Borrow” button to check the item out. Remember that you can 

only borrow 8 titles per month. The limit will be set back to 8 on the first of the month.  

Want to remember a title to borrow later? Keep a favorites list by tapping the heart icon. 

Favorites can be viewed in the list menu under “My Titles.”  



Viewing “My Titles” 

Want to view the items you have checked out or view items you have favorited? Open the list 

menu and tap on “My Titles” to view that information.  



Viewing “My Titles” Continued 

Here you can see what items you have borrowed, when they are going to return 

themselves, and what items you have added to your favorites list. Tap on the cover of 

any item to be taken to the information page about it so you can continue reading, 

listening, watching, or borrow the item.  



Reading eBooks 

When you want to read a title, you can tap the blue “Read” button after you have imme-

diately downloaded a title or you can go back to a title you currently have checked out 

by finding it in the list menu under “My Titles” 

Notice at the very bottom of the screen is the option to “Return Now.” Please note that 

returning an item early does not change your limit of  8 items per month. Regardless of 

whether or not you return an item early or keep it for the full duration, you are still lim-

ited to tapping that “Borrow” button 8 times per month.  



Reading eBooks Continued 

Tapping “Read” will immediately open your ebook. Swipe left across the screen to turn 

pages and right to turn pages backward. You can tap on the bookmark icon to save your 

place. Tap the magnifying glass to locate a word or phrase in the book or tap the bullet-

ed list icon to see the table of contents. 

There are many other great options to improve your reading experience also. A progress 

bar at the bottom tracks your progress in the chapter. You can also use the options at 

the bottom to adjust the font size and style for better readability and change general 

settings.  



Listening to Audiobooks 

When you want to listen to a title, you can tap the blue “Play” button after you have 

immediately downloaded a title or you can go back to a title you currently have 

checked out by finding it in the list menu under “My Titles” 

Notice at the very bottom of the screen is the option to “Return Now.” Please note that 

returning an item early does not change your limit of 8 items per month. Regardless of 

whether or not you return an item early or keep it for the full duration, you are still lim-

ited to clicking that “Borrow” button 8 times per month.  



Listening to Audiobooks Continued 

Listening to audiobooks and music is simple and easy. You can play, fast-forward, and re-

wind using the playback controls at the bottom. You can even bookmark where you are 

to save your place using the bookmark icon.  



Streaming Movies and TV 



Reading Comics 



Need Additional Help? 

Need more help with Hoopla? You can find Hoopla’s Help and Support page here or via this 
link: https://www.hoopladigital.com/support 

 

You can also visit GCLS’ Hoopla Information Page here: http://www.gcls.org/download/
movies-tv 

You can also scan this QR code 

with your mobile device to be 

taken directly to Hoopla Help 

Or scan this QR code to be taken 

to the Hoopla Information Page 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/support
https://www.hoopladigital.com/support
http://www.gcls.org/download/movies-tv
http://www.gcls.org/download/movies-tv
http://www.gcls.org/download/movies-tv



