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Your Library

Reimagined

The Sanibel Public Library
enhances the quality of life of
Sanibel residents and visitors
by providing opportunities and
experiences that encourage
discovery, inspiration, and
enrichment for the mind.
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Sanibel Public Library District is an independent
special district established in 2005, that governs
and operates the Sanibel Public Library.

“The overall goal is to create
more appeal and usefulness
for Library users.”

The first phase of the “Your Library
Reimagined” (YLR) project is underway
at Sanibel Public Library. During the project,
a portion of the building is closed to the
public while the infrastructure is updated.
The Library will provide service through the
renovation period, but will occasionally have
to close for a day or two when there is utility
or plumbing work. The project has been
carefully planned to minimize impacts to
Library services, however all Library services
might not be available at all times. Most
meeting rooms will not be available during
the remodel. Updates to the project will
be announced in local newspapers, on the
Library’s website, and through social media.
“The overall goal is to create more
appeal and usefulness for Library users.
The top priority is the community’s needs
and expectations,” said Library Executive
Director Margaret Mohundro. HVAC, fire
suppression, plumbing, lighting, technology,
and flooring are being upgraded for greater
efficiency; sustainable design features are
included as well.

Amor Towles

Check out www.sanlib.org for
links to social media

Monday, January 29, 2018

Ductwork insulation

Mohundro adds, “As the infrastructure
update was planned, we looked at the
use of the building, and how that use has
changed, especially in the past several years.”
Reconfiguring of the interior includes a usercentered service design with flexible, multipurpose spaces for reading and research,
meetings, and multiple technology access
points. The Library Board has set a budget of
$5.9 million. The cost for this project will be
covered by Library reserves, grants, and gifts.
Danny Hussey, Library IT Manager
says, “The plan accommodates for enhanced technology infrastructure on the
property. A more robust wireless network,
inside and outside the building, will offer library user a better connection to the
web. Additional power, auxiliary power,
and data lines will help to ensure the
Library has the foundation required to
meet the technology needs of users over
the next decade and beyond. Many of the
new technologies implemented in the
project, focus on making the library easier to use.”

Installing
drywall
HMB Architects has been involved
with planning the project for more than two
years, working with public input gathered
via focus groups and public meetings. HBM
is a nationally recognized architectural firm
focused on library planning and design.
The firm has worked with more than 350
libraries since it was established in 1976.
Chris-Tel Construction has been
awarded the construction contract for
YLR. In addition to working on historical
restoration of the original manual scoreboard
and installation on the Green Monster (a
duplicate of the original at Fenway in Boston)
at JetBlue Park at Fenway South, Chris-Tel
has also worked on new construction of
several libraries in Southwest Florida, as well
as many commercial projects.
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Towles graduated from Yale College
and received an Master of Arts in English
from Stanford University. His first
novel, Rules of Civility, which was published
in 2011, was a New York Times bestseller and
was named by the Wall Street Journal as
one of the best books of 2011. The book has
been translated into 15
languages, its French
translation receiving
the 2012 Prix Fitzgerald.
In the fall of 2012, the
novel was optioned
by Lionsgate to be made
into a feature film.
Towles’s second
novel, A Gentleman in
Moscow, which was
published in 2016,
was on the New York Times bestseller list
for more than 20 weeks in hardcover and
was named one of the best books of 2016
by the Chicago Tribune, the Washington
Post, the Philadelphia Inquirer, the San
Francisco Chronicle, and NPR. The book is
being translated into over 20 languages
including Russian.
Having worked as an investment
professional for over twenty years, Towles
now devotes himself fulltime to writing,
in Manhattan.

Christina
Baker Kline

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Christina Baker Kline is the author of
instant New York Times bestseller A Piece
of the World (2017), about the relationship
between the artist Andrew Wyeth and
the subject of his best-known painting,
Christina’s World. Kline has written
six other novels — Orphan Train, Orphan
Train Girl, The Way Life Should Be, Sweet
Water, Bird in Hand, and Desire Lines. Her
2013 novel Orphan Train spent more than
two years on the New York Times bestseller
list, including five weeks at # 1, and was
published in 40 countries. More than 100
communities and colleges have chosen it as
a “One Book, One Read” selection.
In addition to her novels, Kline
has commissioned and edited two
widely praised collections of original
essays on parenthood, Child of

Mine and Room to Grow, and edited a
book on grieving, Always Too Soon. She is
coeditor of a collection of personal essays
called About Face: Women Write About
What They See When They Look in the
Mirror, and is co-author, with her mother,
Christina Looper Baker, of a book on
feminist mothers and daughters, The
Conversation Begins. Her writings have
appeared in the New York Times, the San
Francisco Chronicle, Money, More, and
Psychology Today.
Kline is a graduate of Yale, Cambridge,
and the University of Virginia, where
she was a Henry Hoyns Fellow in Fiction
Writing. She has taught writing, poetry,
English literature, literary theory, and
women’s studies at Yale, NYU, and the
University of Virginia, and served as Writerin-Residence at Fordham University.

Mary Alice Monroe
Tuesday, March 6, 2018

Readers’ Choice Awards;
the 2014 South Carolina
Book Festival Award for
Excellence in Writing; the
2015 Southwest Florida
Book Festival Distinguished
Author Award; and the
Continued next page
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Announcing Author Series

Monroe’s novel, A Lowcountry
Christmas, won a 2017 Southern Book
Prize in fiction, awarded by the Southern
Independent Booksellers Alliance
(SIBA). In 2011, her novel The Butterfly’s
Daughter won the International Book
Award for Green Fiction. Her 2017
Beach House For Rent debuts at #9 on the

Continued from front

2008 South Carolina Center for the Book
Award for Writing. Most recently, Monroe
was named by the South Carolina
Academy of Authors as a 2018 inductee of
the Literary Hall of Fame.
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combined “e-book and print” list for
the New York Times Best Sellers List and
at #12 on its hardcover list. The Beach
House will be adapted into a Hallmark
Channel Hall of Fame Movie, starring
three-time Golden Globe nominee Andie
MacDowell and premiering exclusively
on the network in 2018.

Sanibel Public Library Author Series
Bestselling
Author

Ticket Requests
Accepted for
24 Hours Starting

Author Series
Evening

Event
Location

Amor Towles

9 a.m. Friday,
December 29

Monday,
January 29

Sanibel Community
House

Christina
Baker Kline

9 a.m. Monday,
January 8

Wednesday,
February 7

Sanibel
Congregational
Church

Mary Alice
Monroe

9 a.m. Tuesday,
February 6

Tuesday,
March 6

Sanibel Community
House

Major funding for the Author Series is provided by the Sanibel Library Foundation and its generous donors.

Ticket Request Lottery Process
The Sanibel Public Library’s ticketing
procedure ensures as many as possible
have the opportunity to meet the authors
and attend an Author Series event.
Due to the “Your Library Reimagined”
remodel project, two of this season’s
Author Series events will be held at the
Sanibel Community House, located at 2173
Periwinkle Way. One will be held at Sanibel
Congregational Church, located at 2050
Periwinkle Way.
Requests for Author Series tickets may
be made beginning on the dates listed
above. Names of those requesting tickets
will be placed in a lottery and selected at
random, and then be notified by email.
Tickets are available at no charge to
Sanibel Public Library cardholders; one
card per person; two tickets per card.
2

Library patrons may receive a maximum
of two tickets per person. Tickets must be
requested online at www.sanlib.org
If you are unable to access the online
form or if you would like assistance using
the online form, the Library will have
personnel and a computer set aside for
your use.
Online requests begin at 9 a.m. on the
dates listed, and continue for 24 hours.
Requests made before or after that time will
not be honored. Make sure you have a current
library card before you request tickets.
Library cards are available to Sanibel
and Lee County residents at no charge.
Visitor cards may be obtained for a $10 fee,
and a visitor card is valid for one year. Call
the Sanibel Public Library at (239) 472-2483
for more information.
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Your Library

Children Build A
Better World
for Others

Reimagined

We are Asking You for Your Opinion
The Library has been reconfigured to remain open during the YLR
project. Nonfiction is still arranged by the Dewey Decimal system. Fiction
books are shelved alphabetically by the author’s last name, first name, and
then by title. Previously at Sanibel Public Library, specific types of fiction
(westerns, mysteries) and certain formats—large type and audiobooks—
were shelved in separate sections. New fiction is still separate, and located
near the main Circulation Desk.
Currently all fiction is commingled – audiobooks, large print, westerns,
mysteries, are all shelved by author’s last name. The Library is seeking
input from the public—continue to separate fiction Large Type? Separate
the fiction audiobooks? Or keep all fiction together? “We organize Library
materials based on ease-of-use for the public,” says Candace Heise, Reference
Librarian, “but we always encourage people to ask for help. If you can’t find a
book or DVD, we can try an Inter Library Loan, or try to purchase the book if
we get several requests.”

A.

M

ore than 240 readers ranging
from just months-old to 17
years were enrolled in the 2017
Sanibel Public Library’s Summer Reading
Program (SRP) “Build a Better World.”
As in years past, participants read and
complete activities related to literacy and
the yearly theme to earn books for their
home library and as well as for children at
Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest
Florida. These books are generously
provided by funding from the Sanibel Public
Library Foundation. Since 2011, young readers
have earned more than 5,000 books for the
Children’s Hospital. This year, participants
earned a respectable 1,818 books for patients
at the Children’s Hospital. Deanna Evans,
Youth Services Librarian, is extremely thrilled
by the volume earned and the eagerness
the readers exuded knowing that their
reading was doing something good for others.
Reading during the summer prevents a decline in children’s reading development, and visiting the Library places a
value on literacy. According to the Associa-

B.

Continuing Services at SPL During Your Library Reimagined

that automatically displays all of your
loans and holds from all of your libraries.

at Sanibel Public Library

Showtime for Kids

A.) Shelve all fiction formats together by author?
Or…
B.) Separate different fiction formats
(ie: large print, audiobooks)

The Library continues to provide
high speed WiFi, as well as printing,
and fax service. Library cardholders
can utilize offers several e-reader
apps; Hoopla for downloadable
eBooks,
movies,
music
and
audiobooks as well as OverDrive/
Libby for eBooks. OverDrive’s
new Libby app was designed to
make borrowing and enjoying
eBooks and audiobooks easier
than ever, through a more intuitive
navigation, simplified borrowing and
downloading process, plus one bookshelf
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You can use Libby in place of, or
in addition to, the OverDrive app.
The Library also offers Mango an online language learning tool.
Sanibel
Public
Library
offers the NewsBank service to
all cardholders. With NewsBank
you can access local and world
newspapers from inside the
Library as well as remotely.
Library materials can be
returned after hours to the book
drop—now located outside the
main front entrance.

Doug MacGregor teaches cartooning
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out her career chronicling
tion for Library Service to Chilbackstage life at concerts
dren, “children who participate
with Justin Timberlake and
in public library summer readinterviewing Zac Efron on
ing programs make achievefilm sets.
ment leaps during the summer
The feedback from local
and score higher on fall readparents on last year’s SRP
ing achievement tests.”
was that, due to travel, paper
Special guests presented a
logs were often left home
variety of entertaining and edand forgotten. This summer,
ucational experiences throughapproximately 66% of all
out the summer. In June, local
readers registered and logged
cartoonist and author Doug
reading time online using
MacGregor taught drawing Henry Kauffold
Beanstack by Zoobean. “Locals
and storyteller Windell Campand visitors both often chose Beanstack over
bell told captivated listeners with tales both
paper. I think this contributed to the success
modern and classic using puppets, masks
of this year’s program,” commented Evans.
and other props. “Showtime for Kids” feaMajor funding for the Library’s
tured hilarious comedy and jaw-dropping
Summer Program is provided by the
magic. Reptologist John Storms amazed kids
Joan Hunt Cory Children’s Fund of the
in July with his collection of live snakes, turSanibel Public Library Foundation.
tles and lizards.
During the past 10 years the Foundation
Young Adult author Jen Calonita was at
has provided more than $75,000
one of the weekly Teen Nights to talk about
for Library programs, services, and
her books, including the Fairy Tale Reform
technology specifically for youth.
School series. A former entertainment
editor at a teen magazine, Calonita started

Courtney Maw and
Deanna Evans

Storyteller Winston Campbell
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